THIEVING SERVANTS

Marseilles who had had twenty-seven children or miscarriages
altogether by the time she was twenty-seven years of age.
Once he insisted on reading aloud to her a sermon of Mas-
sillon, and when she expressed distaste, he went off in a pet,
saying: 'Very well, I shall go to my own room and continue
my reading.' Madame du Hausset tells us he would repeat the
same dull story many times and Pompadour never showed
weariness; she encouraged him to recount the tale of the day's
hunting prowess all over again to a newcomer. How macabre
he was! Du Hausset says: 'The King spoke often of death,
and also of burials and churchyards: nobody had been born
more melancholy. Madame told me one day that he experi-
enced a painful sensation when he was forced to laugh, and
that he had often begged her not to continue a comical story.
He smiled, et voUa tout.9

At the beginning Louis had given his mistress an allowance
of 24,000 livres every month; later this settled down to 4,000
a month; his presents, which in 1747 amounted to 50,000
livres, ceased altogether in 1750. She was beginning to acquire
country houses, and kept a staff of between fifty and sixty
persons, whose salaries amounted to 42,492 livres per year,
not counting board, livery, fuel, travelling expenses and petty
pilfering. (All servants of rich households in the eighteenth
century did an enormous amount of thieving; their number-
less friends and relations were always sure of titbits filched
from the kitchens, and of course the servants blackmailed
one another into silence.) Altogether, they cost her a million
per annum. The staff included among others Collin, the
famous secretary, who did her accounts, Quesnay the doctor,
*La Duhausset*, as she is called (her personal maid, almost a
companion, who had four others under her, not including two
embroideresses), a steward, a chef with many assistants such
as pastrycook, roaster and so on, a butler, an outrider, a
porter, four lackeys, torch-bearers, two niggers, a concierge,
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